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Introduction Results Discussion

Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) 1s a neurodevelopmental disorder

Full Control Prime Condition Hypothesis 1. It was predicted that high BAP rigid individuals would show
characterized by problems with social-emotional reciprocity, repetitive 4 elevated DTA compared to low BAP rigid individuals following an MS prime. The
patterns of behavior or strict routine, and the development ot symptoms hypothesis was partially supported, as simple slope tests were only significant in the
early i childhood that limit everyday functioning (American Psychiatric o neutral control condition. Specifically, high BAP rigid individuals showed greater
Association, 2013). 3 - DTA in the MS condition compared to low BAP rigid individuals following the

The Broad Autism Phenotype (BAP; Hurley, Losh, Parlier, Reznick, & o5 neutral control prime. Although high BAP rigid individuals in the full control
Piven, 2007) describes individuals who show characteristics similar to those - o Death condition showed greater DTA following MS compared to low BAP individuals, the

with autism spectrum disorder. For example, BAP individuals show aloof
personality (e.g., a lack of interest 1n social interaction), rigid personality

= Neutral simple slope test was not statistically significant. Interestingly, although not
b statistically significant, high BAP rigid individuals 1n the lack of control condition

Death-thought Accessibility (DTA)

(e.g., little interest in change or difficulty with change) and pragmatic 1 showed less DTA following MS compared to low BAP rigid individuals.
language problems (e.g., inability to engage in fluid, reciprocal Hypothesis 2. It was predicted that low BAP rigid individuals would not show
‘ o | 0> differences in DTA when comparing the MS and neutral conditi This hypothesi
conversation). paring the and neutral conditions. This hypothesis
According to terror management theory (TMT; Greenberg 0 was fully supported, as regions of significance tests revealed that low BAP rigid

Low BAP rigid High BAP rigid individuals did not differ on DTA between MS and neutral conditions following any
of the control primes.

Hypothesis 3. It was predicted that following the MS manipulation, high BAP
rigid individuals would show lower DTA in the full control condition compared to

Pyszczynski, & Solomon, 1986) people are motivated to mitigate the
potential for anxiety inherent in the awareness of death so that these
concerns do not bloom 1nto debilitating terror. Individuals may do so Lack of Control Prime Condition

through the use of three .psycholo g?cal defense mechan.lsms that together 4 high BAP rigid individuals in the neutral and lack of control prime conditions. This
Cff;ate anlanXletly-‘?uffilj Ing zﬁéf}l- (aﬁ CQltgra}dWOi‘ld;leWS» (b) selt-esteem, a5 hypothesis was partially supported, as high BAP rigid individuals in the full control
an (c) ;-ﬁtse r; ;m(glls 1{)8t o 1t101}11i1 %/, 11111 V1 u;- S S (t)w a %retelllte.r " g . .condition showed signiﬁcqqtly lower DTA compared to high BAP Tigid individuals
aCCOsSIDLILY O1 dedih-relaled thoughts 1010WiNg AISTUPLOnS 1O thell anxicty- 2 in the neutral control condition. Surprisingly, high BAP rigid individuals showed
butfering defense system (1.¢., the DTA hypothesis; Hayes, Schimel, Arndt, .‘E 25 significantly lower DTA following MS 1n the lack of control condition compared to
& Faucher, 2010). ’é -e-Death the neutral control condition. Although not statistically significant, a sitmilar trend

Prior research has shown that individuals high in BAP rigidity s 2 = Neutral emerged when comparing the lack of control to the full control condition.
demonstrate heightened death concerns and greater defensiveness following 2 15 -
a mortality salience (MS) manipulation (Arrowood, Cox, & Ekas, 2016). S . Ref
Following this line of work, the current research aimed to examine the i cTerences
moderating effects of a sense of control on death-thought accessibility g 05 -

: C g a

(DTA) in BAP individuals. 0 American Psychiatric Association. (2013). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental

Low BAP rigid High BAP rigid disorders (DSM-5®). American Psychiatric Pub.
Method Arrowood, R. B., Cox, C. R., & Ekas, N. V. (2017). Mortality salience increases death-thought
accessibility and worldview defense among high broad autism phenotype (BAP)
Neutral Control Prime Condition individuals. Personality And Individual Differences, 11388-935.
Participants were first asked to complete the BAPQ (Hurley et al., doi:10.1016/j.paid.2017.03.016

2007) to assess the traits of aloofness, rigidity, and pragmatic language Greenberg, J., Pyszczynski, T., & Solomon, S. (1986). The causes anc.1 consequences of a need
problems. Following previous research (e.g., Landau et al., 2011; Maxfield 35 for self—e?steem: A terror management theory. Public self and pmvate self, ].8.9, 189-212.

: . Hayes, J., Schimel, J., Arndt, J., & Faucher, E. H. (2010). A theoretical and empirical review of
et al., 2007; Schimel, Greenberg, & Martens, 2003), participants completed 3 the death-thought accessibility concept in terror management research. Psychological
a word search puzzle as the mortality salience (MS) manipulation.

bulletin, 136(5), 699.
Specifically, in the death condition, seven death-related words (i.e., death, Hurley, R. E., Losh, M., Parlier, M., Reznick, J. S., & Piven, J. (2007). The Broad Autism
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dead, decay, die, tuneral, burial, & corpse) were embedded as they searched --Death Phenotype Questionnaire. Journal Of Autism And Developmental Disorders, 37(9), 1679-
for neutral target words. Then, participants were randomly assigned to a = Neutral 1690. do1:10.1007/s10803-006-0299-3 | | ,
rolonr o task (] fall ol ol ral). Finall 15 - Landau, M. J., Kosloff, S., & Schmeichel, B. J. (2011). Imbuing everyday actions with
CONo .-p.rlme writing task (i.e., full control, no con m. , vs. neutral). Finally, meaning 1n response to existential threat. Self and Identity, 10(1), 64-76.
all participants completed the word-fragment completion task to measure 1 Maxfield, M., Pyszczynski, T., Kluck, B., Cox, C. R., Greenberg, J., Solomon, S., & Weise, D.

Death-thought Accessibility (DTA)
N

DTA (Greenberg et al., 1986). The task presented 25 word fragments, 6 of 05 (2007). Age-related differences in responses to thoughts of one's own death: mortality
which could be completed with a neutral or death-related word (e.g., COFF | salience and judgments of moral transgressions. Psychology and aging, 22(2), 341.

could be completed as either COFFIN or COFFEE), and DTA score was 0 Schimel, J., Greenberg, J., & Martens, A. (2003). Evidence that projection of a feared trait can
galculated as the total number of death-related word c,()mpletions Low BAP rigid High BAP rigid serve a defensive function. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 29(8), 969-979.




