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Biodiversity, which is important to the function and stability of ecosystems, is currently
being lost to extinction at an alarming rate. Thus, cataloguing and documenting the
biodiversity of the world has never been more critical. In this study, the diversity and
taxonomy of the tropical blueberries (Vaccinium L., Ericaceae) of Palawan and Mindanao
Islands, Philippines were revisited. A total of 27 species (24 from Mindanao and four from
Palawan) were documented and recorded. Description of novel species, new island records,
and clarification of ambiguous species complexes were included.
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Description of Six Novel Species

RESULTS

Two of the six novel species (V. jubatum and V. vomicum) were discovered among herbarium collections, while the rest (V. carmesinum, V.
coarctatum, V. fallax, and V. gamay) were discovered during field excursions.

The Island of Mindanao is the center of Philippine Vaccinium diversity. This study underscores the crucial role of herbaria and
field collections in understanding the floristic diversity of the world. This study also serves as a basis for taxonomical studies of
the other blueberries in the Philippine Islands and Southeast Asia.

CONCLUSIONS

Valuable characters: flower morphology, glands, trichomes, and
stamens (anther shape, presence of spurs, hairiness).
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Four new island records and clarification of three
ambiguous species complexes.
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Map of the Philippines showing Palawan 
(yellow) and Mindanao (blue) Islands. 


