
TCU Tooth Fairies Abstract

Despite being entirely preventable, cavities remain the leading chronic childhood disease

in the US. The "TCU Tooth Fairies" initiative aims to raise awareness of oral hygiene and

improve access to essential oral hygiene resources. We are collaborating with the Mercy Clinic

of Fort Worth and local FWISD elementary schools to make a sustainable impact. Our project

involves distributing dental hygiene bags and an educational book written and published by TCU

students Cayla Prophater and Chie Nguyen to local elementary schools. This has been

instrumental in promoting comprehensive healthcare. Each hygiene kit includes a laminated

educational card for children's bathroom mirrors, detailed oral health maintenance instructions,

and recommendations from local Fort Worth dentists. The TCU Pre-Dental Club has worked

with Mercy Clinic Volunteer Dr. Stewart, Fort Worth Pediatric Dentist Dr. Jerod Brazeal, and

TCU Alum Dr. Courtney Favaloro, TCU Professor Dr. Virginia Hodges to ensure seamless

integration of this project. Our mission is to empower our local community with comprehensive

oral hygiene education, fostering lasting improvements in dental health practices and promoting

overall well-being.


