
Discussion

Methods

We conducted two Draw a Scientist Tests,
one at the beginning of the semester and
one at the end. We then used the rubric
listed below and recordings of guided

discussions after the drawings to analyze if
the students DAST grew beyond traditional

stereotypes 

 Historically, students have envisioned
scientists as white males in lab coats,
reinforcing exclusionary stereotypes

that can discourage diverse
participation in STEM. Mentorship has

the potential to broaden
perspectives, enhance self-esteem,
and support identity development,

yet research on its specific impact in
middle school remains limited.  
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Outcomes 

How does mentees’ identity
in science and healthcare

professions develop
through interactions with

mentors and peers?

How does mentees’ identity in
science and healthcare

professions develop through
interactions with mentors and

peers?
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Results are stil pending, but the study
anticipates that students will depict more

diverse scientists over time, moving
beyond traditional stereotypes. Findings

are expected to reveal more diverse
depictions of scientists, offering insights
into how mentorship fosters inclusivity

and belonging in STEM for
underrepresented middle schoolers. 


